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A NOTE FROM OUR DIRECTOR, TABITHA LAMBERT 

 In this edition of The Guardian Globe, you will see that we have been 

busy this month!  We’ve certified 68 new Volunteer Child Advocates and are ad-

vocating for 2,200 children!  We could not do it without YOU!   

 On the next page, you will see 2 very heart-warming stories of adoption, 

so get your tissues ready!  Both cases illustrate the importance of what YOU do 

for your kids.  If it weren’t for the Volunteer Child Advocates in these cases, I feel 

confident in saying that these children would have had a different outcome.  

Thank you for all that you do for the children you advocate for every day.  I know 

it’s a difficult job that comes with many frustrations, and I can’t say thank you 

enough!!   

 Reading the journeys of other Volunteer Child Advocates can be very en-

couraging and it certainly keeps me motivated to hear of the wonderful things 

that our Volunteer Child Advocates and Staff are doing for our children.  If you 

have a story to share or just want to talk, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

Thank you again for all you do! 

March Graduates! 

February Graduates! 

January Graduates! Congratulations to our new Graduates!  The first 

quarter has been great for bringing new Volunteer 

Child Advocates to the Guardian ad Litem Program!  

It’s only March and we’ve graduated 68 volunteers 

so far this year!  That’s a lot of kids who will now 

have a voice! 

 

Did you know our most successful way to recruit 

volunteers is by word of mouth?  Please spread the 

word about our program and talk about your suc-

cesses (without case specific information, of course!)!   

 

Share the best kept secret in Hillsborough County 

and help us reach our goal of 798 Volunteer Child 

Advocates in our circuit!   Contact our Community 

Outreach Team if you have an idea to help us share 

our secret or refer anyone to our website for upcom-

ing information session dates!  Together, we can 

meet our goal and provide more children with a 

champion as they navigate through a complicated 

system!   

CONGRATULATIONS VOLUNTEER CHILD ADVOCATES! 

mailto:tabitha.lambert@gal.fl.gov
mailto:yvonne.maronne@gal.fl.gov?subject=Recruiting%20Idea
mailto:yvonne.maronne@gal.fl.gov?subject=Recruiting%20Idea
http://www.galtampa.org
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The pictured children 

were sheltered Sep-

tember 2016. I began 

working at the Guardi-

an ad Litem Program 

December 2016 and 

was assigned to the 

case January 2017, 

which was one of my 

very first cases. There were a total of 4 case managers 

assigned to this case while they were in foster care. 

Nonetheless, I was that one constant person in these 

children’s lives. The case initially started out with 7 sib-

lings in 5 separate placements. The oldest youth was 

eventually placed with a relative and aged out, mean-

while the 6 girls remained in separate foster homes. The 

girls were initially in 4 placement when I was first as-

signed to the case, which was not acceptable.  Therefore, 

there was constant conversation about having the chil-

dren placed together. The placements for the girls were 

reduced from 4 to 3 placements fairly quickly. But, 3 

placements was still not in the best interest of the chil-

dren. I continued to advocate for the children to be 

placed together especially since reunification was no 

longer an option, but was constantly reminded that it 

will be impossible to have all the children together since 

none of the foster parents were willing to care for 6 chil-

dren. Therefore, I began brainstorming and decided to 

take a different approach with the foster parents to see 

if any of them were willing to allow all 6 girls to be in 

their home for sibling visits. One foster mother agreed 

and also allowed all the children to come to her home for 

birthday celebrations for the two children she had in her 

home. The foster parent then began having birthday 

celebrations for all the children at her home. Then they 

began spending Thanksgiving and Christmas at this 

foster home. The children eventually began having a 

routine monthly overnight visits in the foster home. The 

overnight visits gradually increased to weekly weekend 

visits until the 4 children were able to be transitioned 

into the home. These important events allowed relation-

ships to form gradually without overwhelming the foster 

parents or traumatizing the children with abrupt place-

ment changes.  The foster family and the 6 children 

bonded so well that it was apparent the family felt the 

need to adopt all of the children. Moreover, all the chil-

dren wanted to be adopted by the foster family! I am so 

happy to announce the adoption was finalized 3/4/19. I 

am overwhelmed with joy that I was able to help these 6 

children ages 16, 13, 11, 8, 6, and 5 obtain a forever fam-

ily together.   

  ~ Submitted by Tiffany Mitchell, CAM 

IT CAN HAPPEN!  6 SIBLINGS ADOPTED TOGETHER!! 

WHAT IS YOUR WHY? 
Meet Casanova. Nearly three years 

ago my CAM emailed me that a ba-

by was born into my existing case 

and needed me to advocate for him. 

Oh, and he was sick. Really sick. He 

needed a heart transplant.  I’m ter-

rified of needles and blood and hos-

pitals.  I’m pretty sure I tried to con-

vince my CAM that there was no 

way I could effectively advocate for this child. She asked 

me to try. I agreed but thought I could stay emotionally 

detached. Little did I know.... 

 I met Casanova at 8 days old. He didn’t look sick 

and I was really hoping the doctors were just being dra-

matic. They weren’t.  In fact he was so sick he was 

moved to the top of the transplant list.  At 7 weeks old, I 

watched a team of doctors wheel him into major surgery 

not knowing if he’d survive. I watched his foster parents 

collapse into each other’s arms. I greeted his new heart 

as it arrived in a cooler by ambulance. I watched as his 

foster parents eagerly laid their hands on him in relief 

and praise. I was just proud I could stand at the foot of 

his bed without passing out. 

 Casanova has had many, many obstacles since 

the transplant. He developed and beat cancer. At 15 

months he was septic and we almost lost him.  This 

child has tested and renewed every ounce of my faith!  

 It’s been a really long journey but my GAL team 

has been by my side every step of the way. I cannot 

thank my (former) CAM, Jill Krantz, enough. She has 

been my rock!  

 Today, Casanova is thriving and healthier than 

he’s ever been. Today, we finalized his adoption with the 

most AMAZING family! Today, Judge Essrig and his 

professional team were finally able to meet the boy be-

hind hundreds of emails, countless 

court orders and an occasional pic-

ture. Today, Casanova was allowed 

to break all of the courtroom rules 

as he celebrated his adoption with 

a cupcake! 

~ Submitted by Kari Neller, GAL 



GUARDIAN SPOTLIGHTS 
 Patrice Kirkpatrick has been 

a superb volunteer Guardian ad Li-

tem since August of 2002.  It is with 

personal sadness, warm wishes, and 

mixed emotions that I announce the 

retirement of Patrice this April. She 

has provided the Guardian ad Litem Program 17 years 

of devoted service!  Patrice’s departure is our loss, but a 

well-deserved respite for her.  She has strongly advocat-

ed and put her heart into over fifty children through the 

years.  Patrice has advocated for children from infancy 

to teens that have desired to be emancipated.  Her will-

ingness to put in the extra time and effort for the chil-

dren has demonstrated a commitment to excellence that 

we have come to depend on. I personally owe Patrice a 

debt of gratitude for all the times she has voluntarily 

assisted children in need.  

 Patrice is retiring not only from the Guardian ad 

Litem Program but also from her profession of over 40 

years to enable her to be a Granny-Nanny for her pre-

cious son and daughter with their newly adopted child.  

 Patrice would like to inform the new Guardian 

ad Litem’s to experience each case as if the children are 

your own, as you would want the best for them, and to 

have NO fear. Patrice reports that even though situa-

tions in the child dependency world can become frustrat-

ing, her favorite part is the end - watching a successful 

Reunification, Adoption or Permanent Guardianship; so 

see it through! Her quote to leave with you all is, “You 

will impact so many children for the good; it does not 

matter if the children remember you or not, you will re-

member them. Love to you all!”.   

Patrice, you will be sorely missed and impossible 

to replace.  Congratulations on your retirement and your 

new grandchild! You have made such a difference in the 

lives of so many children when they needed someone the 

most. You have proved it does not take much to make a 

significant impact in some's life.  

Best Regards from all of us at the Guardian ad 

Litem Program! 

         ~ Submitted by Maria Cuevas, CAM 

When my turn came around to write a spotlight for 

someone on my team, two GAL’s instantly came to 

mind - Nicole Hackey and Renee Murphy.  

 

Nicole has been my GAL since 2016 and 

in this short amount of time, she has 

been able to successfully close 3 cases, 

work on the rapid response team and is 

currently working 2 cases. Nicole is able 

to build a relationship with all parties 

involved and act as a support person for 

her families. While she typically works with younger 

children, she branched out and took not one, but two 

teens! This has definitely been her most trying case to 

date, but she is handling it like a pro! She keeps the 

team informed every step of the way! The families that 

she works with have amazing things to say about her! I 

enjoy her so much and could never express how much I 

appreciate all of her hard work!  

 

 

Renee Murphy is fairly new to the pro-

gram, but has taken it by storm! She 

signed onto one case and jumped right in 

by teaching the caregivers and parents 

tips on how to better meet the baby’s 

needs. She digs right in and gets all of 

the information needed to help us make 

an informed decision! She felt so comfort-

able with her first case that she quickly took on a sec-

ond. While the first case had its issues, this second 

case has been a wild one for her, but she has done 

amazingly well the entire time. I know that I can al-

ways count on her to not only know what’s going on 

with her cases, but to also laugh and share crazy sto-

ries with me! Renee’s work with our program is most 

appreciated and she makes my job as her CAM easy! 

 

     ~ Submitted by Alex Lorentson, CAM 

 

Are you the Advocate for a Teen Girl in Foster Care? 

Does she need some clothes? 

Loft 181 is a boutique created specifically for teen girls in foster care.  They have 

scheduled times where girls can shop for some cool clothes.  Loft days are com-

ing up and are scheduled for 4/12 3-7:30pm and 4/13 10-3pm.  Appointments are  

required and there is limited availability!    To view their website for more infor-

mation, click here.  To reserve an appointment to shop for clothes, you must 

email your name and contact information, date requested, and the number of 

girls that would be shopping.  Click here to email Loft 181 and get your girls 

some clothes! 

https://www.loft181.com
mailto:loft181@yahoo.com?subject=Reserve%20appointment


1 Year 

Naomi Egosi 

Danielle Hearne 

Patricia Utley 

George Martinez 

Mary Clark 

Christine Darby 

Lori Brown 

Nancy Lockwood 

Kim Mains 

Nicole Henry 

Melinda Ramsey 

Madeline Call 

Dhalia Bumbaca 

2 Years 

Nicole Parker 

Olivia Ruiz-Carus 

Pamela Bremmer 

Ginger Heath 

Rachel Nestor 

Erikajoy Gardner 

 

3 Years 

Curran Porto 

Linda Schuyler 

 Michael Schuyler 

David Shemo 

Marcia Shemo 

Happy March Anniversary to our Volunteer Child Advocates! 

Merle Foote 

 

4 Years 

Kaye Williams 

Johnny Wells 

 

5 Years 

Donelle Sucarichi 

Risa Christy 

 

6 Years 

Karen Scott 

Timy Hill 

Myriam Muise 

Deborah Dailey 

Maritza Lopez 

 

9 Years 

Oma Khan 

 

17 Years 

Sheila DelCastillo 

 Have you ever been tempted to scream at a Judge? 

 Ever walked up to strangers in the grocery store and 

asked them why it is so difficult to find a dentist who 

takes Medicaid? 

 Wished that your computer wiz best friend could for-

mat your Judicial Review report for you? 

 Realized that you are calling your CAM 10 times a 

day? 

 Gotten lonely on a drive to Wimauma? 

If so, then you may be in need of a GAL PAL! 

As you all know, due to our Code of Confidentiality, 

you are not allowed to ‘vent’ to your family or friends 

about your cases or about the children you work 

with. And you can’t ask anyone to help you write 

your reports or go with you on visits to your children.  

However, you can do all of these things (and more) 

with a GAL PAL.  A GAL PAL can go with you on 

your child visits, provide transportation for you, help 

you with those Judicial Review reports that pop up 

regularly, come with you to the Court waiting (and 

waiting) room (not inside the courtroom), serve as a 

sounding board for your ideas, and attend Program-

sponsored in-service trainings. And you can talk to 

them at any time about what is going on with the 

children or the case. 

Keep in mind that a GAL PAL can never do any 

Guardian ad Litem duties by themselves – you must 

always work together.  And no – they can’t sit at the 

table and testify for you in Court.  Be sure to pick 

someone that you feel you can trust and who will 

work well with you. 

Sound like a good idea?  Ready to sign someone up? 

Then follow this procedure: 

1—Pick one (only one) friend/spouse/relative and 

have them complete the online application on 

our website.  This is the very same application 

that prospective Guardians ad Litem complete 

and it is found under the ‘Volunteer’ tab, under 

‘Steps to Become a Volunteer’.   

2—Call our trainer Jill at 813-334-1056 or email her 

and tell her to expect your GAL PAL’s applica-

tion. 

3—Of course, you can recruit someone to become a 

full fledged Volunteer Child Advocate and work 

the case together!  There are many ways to stay 

sane!   

          ~ Submitted by Jill Krantz, trainer 

STAYING SANE AS A GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

http://www.galtampa.org
mailto:Jill.Krantz@gal.fl.gov?subject=GAL%20PAL


As the Guardian ad Litem Volunteer Child Advo-

cate, there are a number of responsibilities that you han-

dle for your case. In some situations, the Department or 

the Guardian ad Litem Program may file a Petition to 

Terminate a Parent’s Rights on your case. If so, then you 

have a very important role and responsibility in prepar-

ing for the manifest best interest testimony and the re-

port you will provide to the Court.  

When my Guardian team and I are preparing for 

manifest best interest testimony, the first couple of ques-

tions I usually hear are, what is manifest best interest 

and why is it so important? Manifest best interest refers 

to the child’s interest and the factors the Court must 

consider in making an overall determination in whether 

the parent’s rights should be terminated. Specifically, 

the statute requires the Court consider, at a minimum 

11 factors, which you address in your Termination of 

Parental Rights Report to the Court. These factors in-

clude information such as where the child is placed, if 

there are siblings, whether the child has a bond with the 

parent, if the child has behavioral problems and so forth. 

These factors are weighed along with whether the De-

partment or Guardian ad Litem Program or both met 

the burden of proof to terminate the parent’s rights, as 

well as whether terminating the parent’s rights is the 

least restrictive means of protecting the child. 

The next question I hear is, when do I start pre-

paring? As I said above, as the Guardian ad Litem Vol-

unteer Child Advocate, you have a number of responsi-

bilities on your case and you have already begun prepar-

ing for your testimony and report sometimes without 

even realizing it. For instance, if you have observed a 

visitation between the child and parent on a few occa-

sions, then you can address one of the eleven factors 

which is the bond between the child and parents. If you 

have written a letter to an incarcerated parent or spoken 

to a parent about their child, then you can demonstrate 

that you are looking holistically at the case to the Court 

and opposing counsel. The Court takes your preparation 

and testimony very seriously and appreciates all of your 

hard work. 

Your role and advocacy for the child’s best inter-

ests are fundamental in ensuring permanency for the 

child.  If your case is moving forward with a goal of 

Adoption, ask the assigned attorney about the process 

for terminating parental rights and the Manifest Best 

Interests.  Your attorneys are here to help you prepare 

and be able to answer questions you may have about this 

important process. 

    

     ~ Submitted by Jennifer Chasin, Esq. 

 

FEATURED LEGAL LESSON 
What is Manifest Best Interest? 

Our Non-Profit Partner, Voices for Children 

Coming your way soon… 

 
 A Necessities Closet with undergarments and socks for our kids, courtesy of the Saunders 

Foundation 

 

 Diapers and feminine hygiene products, courtesy of the Junior League of Tampa 

 

 And don’t forget to use the Buddy Boxes, courtesy of Roosevelt Elementary PTA 



All events offered 
at the GAL Office 
unless otherwise 

indicated April 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 

 

5 6 

New GAL Training 
in West Wing; 9am 

7 8 

 

9 

GAL Gathering @ 
Bell Shoals Church 
in Brandon; 7pm 

10 

 

11 

Information Session; 6pm 

New GAL Training in West 
Wing; 6pm 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 15 

New GAL Training 
in West Wing; 6pm 

 

 

16 

 
 

 

17 

 

18 

Information Session; 6pm 

New GAL Training in West 
Wing; 6pm 

19 

Good Fri-
day– Of-
fice 
Closed! 

 

20 

 

21 22 23 

In-Service: Trauma 
Informed Advoca-
cy in West Wing; 
6pm 

 

 

24 

 

25 

Information Session; 6pm 

GAL Gathering @ Ava in 
South Tampa; 6pm 

JR Bootcamp in West Wing; 
6pm 

 

26 27 

 

28 29 

 

30 1 2 

Information Session; 6pm 

 

 

3 4 

Information Sessions 

Orientation and informational meeting about what 

Guardian ad Litem is and how individuals can get in-

volved as volunteers.  Required as the first step of the 

GAL application process. 

 

New Volunteer Training 

Training for new volunteers that have completed the ap-

plication process, including interview and background 

check.  Taught by our Volunteer Trainer and Training Co-

ordinator, Jill Krantz. 

 

In-Service Trainings 

Closed training sessions for fully certified volunteers 

held monthly by various Guardian ad Litem staff attor-

neys.  All fully certified volunteers must complete 12 in-

service hours per year after their first year.   

Please RSVP to Jill Krantz  

 

JR Bootcamps 

Training on how to write the new Judicial Review “JR” 

Report, including what information should be provided 

and how to create the most effective report.  Because 

the new report format includes Conditions for Return, 

you must complete the Conditions for Return Webinar 

prior to attending the JR Bootcamp. 

Taught by our Supervising Attorney,  Liza Ricci.   

Please RSVP to Liza Ricci, Esq.   

 

GAL Gathering 

Our support groups are meetings held for our GAL Volun-

teers to allow an open space to connect with other vol-

unteers, talk about their challenges, and to share their 

successes!   

Please RSVP to Shawn Stapleton 

mailto:Jill.Krantz@gal.fl.gov?subject=GAL%20Training
mailto:Jill%20Krantz?subject=In-Service%20RSVP
mailto:Liza.Ricci@gal.fl.gov?subject=JR%20Bootcamp%20RSVP
mailto:shawn.stapleton@gal.fl.gov?subject=GAL%20Support%20Group


All events offered 
at the GAL Office 
unless otherwise 

indicated May 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 

Information Session; 6pm 

3 

JR Bootcamp in 
West Wing; 
6pm 

4 

New GAL Training 
in West Wing; 
6pm 

5 6 7 

 

8 

 

 

9 

Information Session; 6pm 

 

GAL Gathering @ 
Maureen Guazza Library 
(Westchase); 6pm 

 
 

10 11 

 

12 13 

 

 

14 

 

15 

 

 

16 

Information Session; 6pm 
 

 

17 

GAL Brown 
Bag Lunch at 
Noon 

18 

New GAL Training 
in West Wing; 
6pm 

19 20 

New GAL Gradua-
tion in West Wing; 
6pm 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

Information Session; 6pm 

GAL Gathering @ Carroll-
wood Cultural Center; 
6pm 

 

24 25 

 

26 27 

Memorial Day– 
Office Closed 

28 

 

29 30 

Information Session; 6pm 

 

 

31 

 

1 

Information Sessions 

Orientation and informational meeting about what 

Guardian ad Litem is and how individuals can get in-

volved as volunteers.  Required as the first step of the 

GAL application process. 

 

New Volunteer Training 

Training for new volunteers that have completed the ap-

plication process, including interview and background 

check.  Taught by our Volunteer Trainer and Training Co-

ordinator, Jill Krantz. 

 

In-Service Trainings 

Closed training sessions for fully certified volunteers 

held monthly by various Guardian ad Litem staff attor-

neys.  All fully certified volunteers must complete 12 in-

service hours per year after their first year.   

Please RSVP to Jill Krantz  

 

JR Bootcamps 

Training on how to write the new Judicial Review “JR” 

Report, including what information should be provided 

and how to create the most effective report.  Because 

the new report format includes Conditions for Return, 

you must complete the Conditions for Return Webinar 

prior to attending the JR Bootcamp. 

Taught by our Supervising Attorney,  Liza Ricci.   

Please RSVP to Liza Ricci, Esq.   

 

GAL Gathering 

Our support groups are meetings held for our GAL Volun-

teers to allow an open space to connect with other vol-

unteers, talk about their challenges, and to share their 

successes!   

Please RSVP to Shawn Stapleton 

mailto:jill.krantz@gal.fl.gov?subject=In-Service%20RSVP
mailto:Liza.Ricci@gal.fl.gov?subject=JR%20Bootcamp%20RSVP
mailto:shawn.stapleton@gal.fl.gov?subject=GAL%20Support%20Group

