
The Guardian Globe 
13th circuit  GAL Program 

A NOTE FROM OUR DIRECTOR, TABITHA LAMBERT 

 This past month, we celebrated all of YOU at our annual appreciation 

event at 81 Bay Brewing.  Thank you to everyone who came, our staff for decorat-

ing and creating some wonderful raffle prizes, and to Voices for Children for paying 

and being so supportive of our program and the work that our volunteers do for our 

kids!  It is always great to see so many of our Volunteer Child Advocates in the 

same place at the same time, socializing with each other and the GAL staff.  It was 

also wonderful to have the support of our Judiciary and Commissioner Murman at 

our event! 

 

P.S. Like the GAL sign?  Stop by the office and get your yard sign today!! 

Commissioner Sandra Murman 

Director Tabitha Lambert 

GAL Brenda Kocher and Tibet 

Judge Katherine Essrig 

Supervising Atty Liza Ricci, VFC 

President/GAL Betsy Smith, Attor-

ney Judy Burke 

Our wonderful volunteers! 



GUARDIAN SPOTLIGHTS 
Angelica (Angel) Hubaykah is a beautiful 

person in and out. She is young and 

spunky, with great dedication to her cas-

es and children. She works fulltime for a 

competitive catering company but she 

always finds the time to share with her 

kiddos on her cases. She takes on all of 

her cases despite how challenging they might have been.  

 Her first case was very difficult and rapidly 

started to unravel, Angel advocated thoroughly for her 

children on her case. She visited the children very often 

and stayed in constant contact with the care givers and 

case management and attended every staffing and court 

hearing on the case. When we were unceremoniously 

discharged due to conflict of interest, although she was 

devastated and was heartbroken because she knew those 

children would be further hurt, she stayed with the pro-

gram and continues to date to advocate for other chil-

dren.  

 Angel has a great heart and she is caring and 

loving and myself and the children she advocates for ve-

hemently, are lucky to have her. She is a joy and privi-

lege to work with.  

     ~ Submitted by Omodele Cordero, CAM 

 

Michele Patterson has been a GAL vol-

unteer since 2011 and has served on over 

20 cases, including courtesy cases, help-

ing over 40 children achieve permanency.   

 Michele, a Tampa native, attend-

ed Hillsborough County schools and went 

on to attend Florida State University for 

two years. Throughout Michele’s career, she has been 

inspired and trained by some of the best. She is a widow, 

the mother of 1 daughter and 2 sons and grandmother to 

seven.  Michele is on the board of trustees of a non-profit 

organization that mentors boys, and one of her most pas-

sionate positions is a Guardian Ad Litem. Michele has 

been committed to the GAL program for Hillsborough 

County since 2011. Michele is a team player and a moti-

vator and will communicate with understanding, com-

passion and honesty. 

                  ~ Submitted by Emily Hestorff, CAM 

Trying to sum up how much of 

an asset Carol Taylor is to my 

volunteer team would be almost 

impossible. She has almost 10 

years of GAL volunteering expe-

rience with our program but you 

would never know that based on 

how much energy she brings to each case she takes on 

as if it were her first one. Carol does not shy away 

from our hard cases at all. Despite a sometimes diffi-

cult work schedule to balance with her volunteering 

she always seems to make it work so that she is there 

to advocate for our kids when they need her most, 

whether it is at court, professional team meetings, or 

staffings.  

 Carol’s positivity and willingness to see the 

bright side in not only some of the most difficult times 

our kids face but also in some of our most difficult kids 

is something to be admired. The more I work with 

Carol the more I think this is what makes her such a 

great Guardian ad Litem and a quality that all of the 

kids she advocates for seem to notice immediately. 

Carol is able to engage with her assigned kids and cas-

es in a way that makes them feel truly comfortable 

and able to not only open up and share everything 

from what they did that day to some of the trauma 

they have experienced in the past. I appreciate Carol’s 

willingness to advocate for our kids and ability to see 

the good in them, particularly because of how easy it is 

to point out and focus on the bad.  

 Separate from her day job and volunteering, 

Carol has two dogs that she absolutely adores, along 

with two adult children, one of which is currently a 

Guardian ad Litem volunteer herself. With such a full 

plate Carol will happily tell you she spends a lot of her 

free time right outside her house as she is just steps 

away from the beach.    

 I’m hopeful Carol’s advocacy continues with 

our program in the future and I thank her for how 

long she’s been with us. It is not an easy volunteer job 

but it is one she does well. 

                                  ~ Submitted by Nicole Frey, CAM 

 

Are you the Advocate for a Teen Girl in Foster Care? 

Does she need some clothes? 

Loft 181 is a boutique created specifically for teen girls in foster care.  They have 

scheduled times where girls can shop for some cool clothes.  Loft days are coming 

up and are scheduled for 7/23, 7/25, 8/3, and 8/7.  Appointments are  required and 

there is limited availability!    To view their website for more information, click 

here.  To reserve an appointment to shop for clothes, you must email your name 

and contact information, date requested, and the number of girls that would be 

shopping.  Click here to email Loft 181 and get your girls some clothes! 

https://www.loft181.com
mailto:loft181@yahoo.com?subject=Reserve%20appointment


Happy April Anniversary to our Volunteer Child Advocates! 
 

1 Year 

Tammy Berard 

Ann-Kathrin Effenberg 

Aida Wigerman 

Paul Wigerman 

Majesta Gregory 

Eleanora LeBlanc-

Greene 

Heather Smith-Cases 

Sherry Wolbarst 

 

2 Years 

Deb Haver 

Sonja Milian-Bacon 

Karin Harsing 

Cali Lara 

Britta Sevin Schreiner 

Christie Como 

Sarah Keel 

3 Years 

Alexandria Taylor 

Karen Butenschoen 

Jessica Saul 

 

4 Years 

Shaunda Andrews 

5 Years 

Marissa Hyman 

Michael Hyman 

Melissa Gohs 

Heather Barlow 

 

6 Years 

Judy Harwood 

Ted LeVand 

Cindy Lunn 

Timothy Patrick 

David Reilly 

MaryLynn Reilly 

 

7 Years 

Marion Kelso 

Becki Maas 

Holly McIntryre 

Michele Patterson 

Marty Diebold 

 

8 Years 

Juanita Hoyle 

Bill DeMare 

Rod Epperson 

Anita Spoffard 

BJ Dudney 

Christopher Thomas 

 

11 Years 

Mary Beth Mooney 

Mary Pond 

 

12 Years 

Tom Blaha 

Susan Hoerbelt 

Elaine Ross 

 

14 Years 

Suzanne Jessamyn 

Our Non-Profit Partner,  

Voices for Children 

 Stuff….for some of us it clutters our closets 

and garages, but for others it holds memories. Some 

stuff is necessary, but some is frivolous. For our kids 

“stuff” is important.  

 Voices for Children is constantly looking for 

ways to grow our Children’s Needs Fund and help 

support the kids in our care. With the help of commu-

nity partners, like the Junior League of Tampa, 

BB&T Bank, and the Saunders Foundation, we are 

able to supplement some of the necessary stuff: dia-

pers, undergarments, socks, and hygiene products.    

 With these donations in the Guardian ad Li-

tem office, we are able to use more of our Children’s 

Needs funds for clothing and other items- even items 

that some may see as frivolous. As we all know, these 

items can  help to brighten their day. We can never be 

certain of what lays ahead for the kids in our care, 

but if we can help by giving them “stuff” and ease 

their burden a bit, then that helps to brighten ours.  

 Please join me in thanking the Junior League 

of Tampa, BB&T Bank, 

and the Saunders Founda-

tion for their generosity! 

 

Happy July Anniversary to our Volunteer Child Advocates! 

1 Year 

Marsha Edwards 

Gerald Gude 

Amy Fattori 

Anthony Pavek 

Enid Pavek 

Madison Stahler 

Yashika Behel 

Sara Diaz 

Eddi Mayfield 

Stephanie Hinson 

Elizabeth Irving 

Emmanuel Joiner 

Jonathan Sharf 

Caroline Smith 

Karen Bracero 

 

2 Years 

Laurel Reddish 

Christy Gorenc 

Sharaevia Davis 

Rachel MacCormick 

Leslie Schmidt 

Renee Johnson 

Kelly Parsons 

Edward Hacker 

Edward Mierzejewski 

Kelsey Primiano 

Deon McFayden 

Janna Davis 

Juliana Henao 

Nancy Tortorello 

Gabrielle Whitton 

 

Melissa Winfield 

Adrianna Jones 

 

3 Years 

Galvan Alfredo 

William DeMeza Jr. 

Marlene Reece 

Chary Silmser 

Rhonda Tuttle 

Tammy Wooster 

Leslie Burke 

Michelle “Nicole” Hackney 

 

4 Years 

Lex(aun) James 

 

5 Years 

Fred Pressley 

Jennifer Jones 

Isabel Sevelin 

Sarah “Sadie” Craig 

Patrick Hogan 

 

8 Years 

Terri Parker 

 

11 Years 

Elizabeth Diecidue 

 

22 Years 

Dorothy Conklin 

 

31 Years 

Richard Doyle 

Any Bucs fans out there? 
 

 Thanks to the Arians Family Foundation 

and the Tampa Bucs, there is an exciting event 

this year for kids 12 and over!  Kids in attend-

ance to this exciting event will get to watch a 

Bucs football practice, get some yummy food and 

snacks, get a backpacks with school supplies 

(and some Bucs swag!), and get photos and auto-

graphs with some of the Bucs players!   

  

All kids mst have someone to bring them.  It can 

be a GAL Volunteer Child Advocate (if transpor-

tation approved!), a Caregiver, or a Case Manag-

er.  Kids must be 12 and older.   

 

The event is Saturday, 7/27 from 4-7pm at the 

Bucs Training Stadium.  Spots are limited- only 

50 spots and the child and adult transporting the 

child must be registered.  To register, click here! 

  

Don’t worry...if your child is not 

12 and over, we will have school 

supplies and backpacks at the 

office as it gets closer to school 

time! 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=enwzsghab&oeidk=a07egekecfy308ffc72


 A question asked frequently by a GAL is:  Which 

court hearings should I attend?  The short answer is:  

Yes!  You are a party to the case and welcome at any and 

all court hearings.  Your input is valuable and important 

– you are the expert on the child.  But we understand 

that demands on your time are many and you have to 

prioritize, so here is a short primer on types of hearings.  

Disclaimer:  every case is different, and you should al-

ways consult your CAM and attorney if you have any 

questions about your case and any specific hearing. 

 

OK, bottom line:  when do I absolutely, positively, 

definitely have to be in Court?* 

1. TRIAL:  You, the Guardian ad Litem, are a 

party to this case.  You and your GAL attor-

ney must attend any trial, for the entire 

length of the trial.  As the Guardian ad Li-

tem, you will be asked to testify at any Ter-

mination of Parental Rights trial, and possi-

bly at a Dependency trial.  After all, you are 

the foremost expert on the topic of the chil-

dren and the Judge wants to hear from you 

2. MANIFEST BEST INTEREST HEAR-

INGS:  If the rights of a parent are terminat-

ed without a trial (if a parent fails to appear 

at a mandatory hearing, for example, or sur-

renders rights voluntarily), the Judge must 

still have a hearing to determine if termina-

tion of parental rights is in the “manifest 

best interest” of the child.  In almost every 

case, this testimony is given by the Guardian 

ad Litem.  This hearing is much less formal 

than a trial, but your testimony is critical. 

What other hearings are important for me to at-

tend? 

1. JUDICIAL REVIEWS (and related status 

conferences): At these hearings, a Judge or 

Magistrate will review the case in its entire-

ty and make findings as to how the case is 

progressing.  The Case Manager will be 

asked to testify as to how the parent(s) are 

progressing on their case plans, and the GAL 

will be given an opportunity to speak to how 

the child is doing and if the child has any 

outstanding needs. 

2. MOTION HEARINGS: With a few excep-

tions, these hearings will occur when a party 

wishes to make a change to how the case is 

progressing.  If there is disagreement as to 

how something is going, and it cannot be re-

solved by the parties among themselves, one 

party may file a Motion and then the Judge 

will decide the issue after hearing testimony.  

Examples of when this happens are if one 

party wishes to modify placement of a child, 

or change the case plan tasks a parent must 

complete, or change the structure of visita-

tion. 

If I can’t make every hearing, which ones are the 

least critical for me to attend? 

1. A PRETRIAL CONFERENCE is usually a 

very quick hearing at which the Judge 

checks in with the parties to see if they are 

ready to proceed to trial.  In general, other 

items are not addressed and the Judge is 

only concerned with the legal posture of the 

case. 

2. Docket Calls (also know as Trial Calls) are 

mandatory for parents (if a parent does not 

attend, that parent’s rights to the child can 

be affected), but are also quick hearings that 

have to do with the legal posture of the case.  

**Note that it is often at this hearing that a 

trial date is determined – so if you cannot 

attend, please let your CAM or Attorney 

know any dates for which you cannot be 

available to attend Trial. 

Anything else?  At the very beginning of the case there is 

usually an Arraignment and a Disposition.  Frequently 

the Guardian has not yet signed on to the case and thus 

does not attend.  If you have signed on and can attend, it 

is a great time to meet the parents and the Case Manag-

er. 

 

*Remember, the GAL, CAM, and Attorney are a team – 

if you ever have a conflict, just let us know!  We’ll work 

something out. 

    

       ~ Submitted by Ashley Isé, Esq. 

FEATURED LEGAL LESSON 
Court Hearings explained! 



All events offered 
at the GAL Office 
unless otherwise 

indicated July 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 

   Independency Day: 

   GAL Office Closed! 

5 

 

6 

 

7 8 9 

 

10 

 

 

11 

Information Session; 6pm 

 

JR Bootcamp in West 
Wing; 6pm 

12 13 

New GAL Training in West 
Wing; 9am 

14 15 

 

 

16 

In-Service: 

Children of 
Inmates in 
West Wing; 
6pm 

17 

GAL Gathering 
@ Maureen 
Guazza Library 
(Westchase); 
7pm 

18 

Information Session; 6pm 
 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Information Session; 6pm 

 

 

 

 

26 27 

New GAL Training in West 
Wing; 9am 

 

Bucs & Backpacks event  @ 
Bucs Practice Field; 4pm 

28 29 

In-Service: 

Planning for 
TPR in West 
Wing; 6pm 

30 

 

31 

New GAL Grad-
uation in West 
Wing; 6pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Information Sessions 

Orientation and informational meeting about what 

Guardian ad Litem is and how individuals can get in-

volved as volunteers.  Required as the first step of the 

GAL application process. 

 

New Volunteer Training 

Training for new volunteers that have completed the ap-

plication process, including interview and background 

check.  Taught by our Volunteer Trainer and Training Co-

ordinator, Jill Krantz. 

 

In-Service Trainings 

Closed training sessions for fully certified volunteers 

held monthly by various Guardian ad Litem staff attor-

neys.  All fully certified volunteers must complete 12 in-

service hours per year after their first year.   

Please RSVP to Jill Krantz  

 

JR Bootcamps 

Training on how to write the new Judicial Review “JR” 

Report, including what information should be provided 

and how to create the most effective report.  Because 

the new report format includes Conditions for Return, 

you must complete the Conditions for Return Webinar 

prior to attending the JR Bootcamp. 

Taught by our Supervising Attorney,  Liza Ricci.   

Please RSVP to Liza Ricci, Esq.   

 

GAL Gathering 

Our support groups are meetings held for our GAL Volun-

teers to allow an open space to connect with other vol-

unteers, talk about their challenges, and to share their 

successes!   

Please RSVP to Shawn Stapleton 

mailto:jill.krantz@gal.fl.gov?subject=In-Service%20RSVP
mailto:Liza.Ricci@gal.fl.gov?subject=JR%20Bootcamp%20RSVP
mailto:shawn.stapleton@gal.fl.gov?subject=GAL%20Support%20Group


All events offered 
at the GAL Office 
unless otherwise 

indicated August 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 1 

Information Session; 
6pm 

 

2 

JR Bootcamp in 
West Wing;  9am 

 

3 

4 5 6 

 

7 

 

8 

Information Session; 
6pm 

 

 

9 

 

10 

New GAL 
Training in 
West Wing; 
9am 

11 12 

  

GAL Pal Class in 
West Wing @ 6pm 

13 

 

GAL Gathering @ 
Brandon Hope 
House; 7pm 

14 

 

15 

Information Session; 
6pm 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 19 

New GAL Training 
in West Wing; 6pm 

20 

In-Service: 

Psychotropic    
Medications  in 
West Wing; 6pm 

 

 

21 

New GAL Train-
ing in West 
Wing; 6pm 

22 

Information Session; 
6pm 

 

 

 

23 

  

24 

 

25 26 

New GAL Gradua-
tion in West Wing; 
6pm 

27 28 29 

Information Session; 
6pm 

 

30 31 

Information Sessions 

Orientation and informational meeting about what 

Guardian ad Litem is and how individuals can get in-

volved as volunteers.  Required as the first step of the 

GAL application process. 

 

New Volunteer Training 

Training for new volunteers that have completed the ap-

plication process, including interview and background 

check.  Taught by our Volunteer Trainer and Training Co-

ordinator, Jill Krantz. 

 

In-Service Trainings 

Closed training sessions for fully certified volunteers 

held monthly by various Guardian ad Litem staff attor-

neys.  All fully certified volunteers must complete 12 in-

service hours per year after their first year.   

Please RSVP to Jill Krantz  

 

JR Bootcamps 

Training on how to write the new Judicial Review “JR” 

Report, including what information should be provided 

and how to create the most effective report.  Because 

the new report format includes Conditions for Return, 

you must complete the Conditions for Return Webinar 

prior to attending the JR Bootcamp. 

Taught by our Supervising Attorney,  Liza Ricci.   

Please RSVP to Liza Ricci, Esq.   

 

GAL Gathering 

Our support groups are meetings held for our GAL Volun-

teers to allow an open space to connect with other vol-

unteers, talk about their challenges, and to share their 

successes!   

Please RSVP to Shawn Stapleton 

mailto:Jill.Krantz@gal.fl.gov?subject=GAL%20Training
mailto:Jill%20Krantz?subject=In-Service%20RSVP
mailto:Liza.Ricci@gal.fl.gov?subject=JR%20Bootcamp%20RSVP
mailto:shawn.stapleton@gal.fl.gov?subject=GAL%20Support%20Group


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you answered “yes” to either of these questions, we have the class for you! 

 

JR Report Writing Boot Camp 3.0 

Taught by Supervising Attorney  Liza Ricci 

 

During this in-service, we will discuss the new JR Report format and the proper techniques for writing a

JR Report, how you can improve your JR Reports, what information is necessary in a report, and the traps and  

pitfalls of JR Reports. This will be an informative but fun in-service. Be prepared to learn a lot!                    

This in-service is designed for everyone from seasoned GALs to new Volunteers. 

 

Please note, that as a prerequite to attending this class you must completed the Conditions for

Return Webinar which is available on the I am for the Child Academy on the Guardian ad Litem   

Program Website. 
 

    Class sizes are limited to 25 GALs

 

Class location: 

The GAL Program Office  

700 E. Twiggs St., Suite 750  

Tampa, FL 

 

This is designed to be a three hour class 
and you will receive three hours of in- 

service credit for your attendance 

CLASS   SCHEDULE: 

 

THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019   6:00 P.M.-9:00P.M. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 2019   9:00 AM-12:00 P.M. 

 

RSVP to liza.ricci@gal.fl.gov 

 

or getting ready to use the new Judicial Report Format for the first time? 

 

mailto:liza.ricci@gal.fl.gov

