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A NOTE FROM OUR DIRECTOR, TABITHA LAMBERT 
 With all things, there comes change.  One big change that is forthcoming is a new logo for our program!  If 

you look at the top right, you’ll see a new and updated logo!  There is also a slight modification defining what YOU 

do...our Guardian ad Litem Volunteers.  Instead of referring to our program as “GAL” or simply by stating 

“Volunteer” you will notice our attorneys and CAM saying “Guardian ad Litem” and referring to our volunteers as 

Volunteer Child Advocates– because that is who you are...Child Advocates.   Join our new lingo!  Embrace being a 

Volunteer Child Advocate and use one less acronym by saying Guardian ad Litem!  Stay tuned for more infor-

mation for marketing and branding! 

 We have many opportunities in March for our kids– there is a teen summit (How do you live? How do you 

work? How do you learn?) on March 25th.  There is also availability for soccer tickets to see the Florida Tropics on 

March 30th.  If you are interested in bringing your kids, please RSVP today before it’s too late!  Contact me or your 

CAM for more information!  In this month’s newsletter, you’ll see some positive stories from our volunteer child 

advocates.  If you have a positive story to share, please send me any stories to share!  It is so wonderful to hear of 

the positive impacts that you are having with our kids.  Thank you for all you do!  

Many of you may know our trainer AJ Faryniasz.  AJ has been with the program for 13 years 

and has been in various roles, but I’m sure everyone knows AJ!  She is the one who coordinates 

and conducts our trainings, but also maintains in-service trainings and attendance sheets.  I’m 

sad to say that AJ has announced her retirement effective the end of March.  She has decided to 

move on so she can enjoy traveling, volunteering, and visiting Disney! 

 

I’m happy to announce that CAM Jill Krantz will be taking over AJ’s role as the trainer.  Jill has 

been with the GAL Program since 2004. While Jill’s volunteers will be sad to not have her as their 

CAM, Jill’s experience and knowledge about the program will be instrumental in training new vol-

unteers.   The next time you are in the office, don’t forget to say farewell to AJ and welcome to Jill!   

 Shaunda Brown became a Child’s Best Interest Attorney, with the Florida Guardian ad Litem 

Program in January 2019. She is a Florida native who graduated from Nova Southeastern University 

where she obtained a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education followed by a Juris Doctor-

ate degree from Florida Agricultural Mechanical College of Law several years later. 

 Shaunda is a 2015 graduate of The Florida Bar Leadership Academy, second class, and has 

been recognized by the Orange County Bar Association’s Legal Aid Society with the Young Lawyer 

Section Pro Bono Award of Excellence for the summer of 2016 and the New Lawyer Award of Excel-

lence in 2017. Additionally, she has written an article for the Orange County Bar Association, the Briefs magazine 

in April 2013 entitled, HBCS Waivers, The Process of Preserving the Dignity and Self-Reliance of the Elderly. 

 After admission to The Florida Bar, she began her child advocacy experience in the Ninth Judicial Circuit 

working as a pro bono Guardian ad Litem Attorney where she developed a passionate heart for child advocacy.  

Shaunda will be assigned to Division D and is excited to meet everyone! 

Farewell AJ, Hello Jill!  

Welcome to our newest Attorney! 

mailto:tabitha.lambert@gal.fl.gov?subject=RSVP


GUARDIAN SPOTLIGHTS 
Nancy Tortorello has been with the 

Guardian ad Litem Program in Hills-

borough County since July of 2017, but 

in those short 18 months, she has made 

a world of difference in the lives of 12 

children! Nancy’s cases have been com-

plicated, and in some instances extraor-

dinarily emotionally difficult, but every step of the way 

Nancy has remained steadfast in her determination to 

see the best possible outcome for the kiddos under her 

watch. She has even made the trip to Miami to ensure 

that an autistic child was receiving the care and nur-

ture he deserves! 
 Nancy was born and raised in upstate New 

York until 1995, and while all her family now lives 

here, she’s still a New Yorker at heart. She has earned 

Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in special education – 

training which has very much come in handy with the 

cases she accepted. She worked in special education 

classrooms in both Albany, NY, and Tampa, FL, and 

missed the work so much after she retired in 2012 that 

she went back and served as a substitute teacher for 

two years! 

 All of that training came into play when Nancy 

and I went on her very first visit (to a group home in 

Pinellas County), and one of the siblings had a com-

plete meltdown. While it upset Nancy internally, she 

remained calm and collected as the child raged – a real 

testament to the fact that she had seen this kind of 

behavior before. In talking through the incident after-

ward, Nancy was full of empathy for the young man. 

She was also determined to get the siblings out of that 

institutional environment and home with a relative 

who was familiar to them. She worked tirelessly for 

that to happen, and within days the kids were placed 

with their maternal aunt, who is expected to adopt 

them soon. 

 Nancy’s passion to help children in foster care 

is matched only by her burning passion to help rescue 

dogs and cats from kill shelters. Nancy transports cats 

and dogs weekly for the Humane Society of Tampa 

Bay, bringing the animals to rescues and foster homes 

– sometimes from hundreds of miles away – so they 

can find new homes with loving families. 

 Nancy is a real shining star, and a true asset to 

the Guardian ad Litem Program in Hillsborough Coun-

ty! 

 
   ~ Submitted by Shawn Stapleton, CAM/Volunteer Liaison 

Tina Wilson Callen is  a Florida native, 

raised in the Florida Keys. She has  lived in 

Tampa for 28 years and raised her 3 chil-

dren here. She has one grandson with anoth-

er grandbaby due in May! Her  family loves 

to travel, enjoys being on the water, swim-

ming and boating. She spends a lot of time 

in her garden, koi pond and fiddling with her bees. Her 

daughter is a foster parent for Hillsborough County, of-

ten takes in emergency and respite placements.  She en-

joys seeing the other side of the  foster care system and 

getting to be a foster grandma for the time the foster 

children are with her daughter. 

 Tina became a Guardian ad Litem in 2016 when 

she was laid off from her job, but was not ready for re-

tirement, looking for something fulfilling to do with her 

time. Being a Guardian ad Litem has been  tough, yet 

rewarding. Her first case is still open going on three 

years. She has enjoyed watching her first tiny NICU ba-

by grow into a strong, smart and very loved little boy 

and feels so honored to be his voice in court!  Tina also 

does Rapid Response visits and has completed 21 first 

visits for new children coming into care. Getting to be 

their very first voice in such a big system is incredible to 

her!  Tina is diligent in gathering information, talks to 

everyone involved in her case, and is a sound and strong 

advocate at hearings!  Thank you Tina! 
              ~ Submitted by Amy Waterman, CAM 

Pat Martoccia moved to Florida from New 

York in 1978 for her  husband's job trans-

fer.  They raised their two children in Sun-

rise, FL. and relocated to the Tampa area 

to follow their daughter when the grand-

children  were born– and those grandchil-

dren are now away at college.  Their son 

followed them, so now Pat  gets to spend a lot of time 

with her 7 year old granddaughter.  In retirement. Pat 

was looking for what she wanted to do to help those 

around her -   she loves kids and being a Guardian ad 

Litem gives her the opportunity to help children who 

need someone to look out for them.   Pat is also involved 

in  the children’s ministry at Bay Life Church. 

 Pat is very attached to her Guardian ad Litem 

children.  She keeps in touch with them long after the 

case closes.  Recently, for example, one of her Guardian 

children called her to ask for advice.  He seeks her out 

periodically because he knows that she cares and will be 

honest with him about what she thinks.  Pat brings her 

children to events, so that they may experience things 

outside of their normal routine.  She talks to parents in 

such a way that they look up to her.  She is fair and 

grounded in her advocacy.  Thank you Pat for being a 

strong voice for our kids! 
                  ~ Submitted by Amy Waterman, CAM 



 I was just assigned a new NICU 

baby, and my CAM gave me one of the 

blankets to take to the hospital on my 

first visit. 

 I would like to express my ap-

preciation and gratitude to the volun-

teers who knitted these gorgeous baby 

blankets.  The baby did not have any 

personal belongings and was only 

dressed in a hospital gown, so this blanket provided great 

comfort to him. 

 I just wanted to ensure that whoever knitted these 

truly knows that these blankets made a difference in a 

baby's life and were sincerely appreciated. 
   ~ Submitted by Katie Selman, GAL 

1 Year 

Valerie Mathis 

Andi Jacobs 

Cheryl Gregg 

Marilyn Sandborn 

Joseliz Cruz 

Melanie Barrientos 

Adrienne Johnson 

Erin Mollura 

Rukmini Potdar 

Evana St. Clair 

Randall Zomermaand 

Eleonor De Jesus 

Dawn Golden 

Trudy Azarsepandan 

 

2 Years 

Sarah Balmer 

Heather Traynor 

Delores McGhee 

LaVita Rodriguez 

Christine Franken 

Midge Connolly 

Karin Martin 

Rachel Cruz 

Tamara Bolling 

Chris Heath 

Tara Kipfer 

Megan Wade 

Kari Jones 

Linda Helman 

 

5 Years 

Maria Dionisio 

Ashley Ise 

Michelle Blume 

Jeanne Willis 

 

6 Years 

Joan Rixom 

Kathy Petrus 

 

7 Years 

Karen Roberts 

 

8 Years 

Steven Taylor 

Darlene Hammer 

Magdeline Jennings 

Michelle Schrier 

Joyce Holcomb 

Pat Martoccia 

 

9 Years 

Thomas Santarlas 

Christie Enderle 

Beverly Frisch 

Elizabeth Christo 

 

10 Years 
Mel Marrone 

Betsy Smith 

 

11 Years 

Yvonne Marrone 

Stephen Todd 

Carol Herlehy 

Kimberly Richards 

Linda Anston 

Mary McDonald 

 

12 Years 

Marjorie Medina 

 

13 Years 

Patricia Longnecker 

 

15 Years 

Stephanie Miles 

 

17 Years 

Ken Conklin 

Alva Atkins 

Natasha Perry 

Tiffany Vander Krake 

Lindsay Howes 

Anne Cazares 

Carly Hilinski-Rosick 

Claire-Marie Maillot 

Kristy McAdams 

 

3 Years 

Jerry Denney 

Lauren Rice 

Sarah Keith 

Carolyn Richter 

Adriance Nelson 

Katie Tricarico 

Sharon LeVand 

Chad Daughtrey 

Ashley McClendon 

Julia Snell 

 

4 Years 

Theresa Favino 

Kari Brown 

Doris Jeffries 

Candice Holloway 

Sarah Supnick 

Happy February Anniversary to our Volunteer Child Advocates! 

Some positive things from our Volunteers! 

  

 Please thank the donors of the Lightening 

game tickets and the gift cards. 

 My child had a great time.  She lives at Lake 

Mag. A lot kids from Lake Mag attended.  She had 

never been to a sporting event with her friends before.  

She was stunned that I told she could order whatever 

food/drink/ice cream she wanted.  She must have said 

thank you 20 times.  The best part was on the way 

home she plugged in her phone into my car speakers 

and shared with me “her music” and what the words 

mean to her. 

 Building a relationship and trust with a child 

is priceless. 

               ~ Submitted by Marcia McCullough, GAL 



 Mention psychotropic medication and children in 

the same sentence and the red flag in any child advocate 

immediately goes up, and the younger the child the big-

ger the flag.  The unfortunate reality is that in our less 

than perfect, current system of child welfare, psycho-

tropic medication for children often becomes necessary 

in order to stabilize the child, stabilize child’s placement 

and treat the child’s trauma.  Children in the child wel-

fare system are often diagnosed with PTSD (Post Trau-

matic Stress Disorder), ODD (Oppositional defiance Dis-

order), ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disor-

der), and various attachment disorders.  This is a result 

of either the trauma that brought them in to the system 

or the trauma caused by being in the system.  More often 

than not, it is a result of a combination of both.  Regard-

less of the type of trauma, the cause of the trauma or the 

label of the trauma, the child must be treated to become 

well again.  The front line of this treatment should be 

trauma based therapy with psychotropic medication 

used as a support when deemed necessary by a profes-

sional. 

 Chapter 39 addresses the use of psychotropic 

medication in children, both when a child enters the sys-

tem already prescribed the medication and when a child 

is newly prescribed the medication while in the system.  

For the child already on psychotropic medication at shel-

ter, if parental consent to continue cannot be obtained, 

the statute authorizes the court to allow for the continu-

ance of the child receiving that medication for a period of 

28 days or arraignment on the dependency petition, 

whichever comes first.  At the end of that time, the De-

partment is required to have had the child evaluated by 

a physician and submit a motion to the court, requesting 

a court order to continue the medication.  If the parents 

consent to the continued use of the medication, the child 

will then continue to see either her primary care physi-

cian, treating neurologist or psychiatrist for continued 

prescriptions and medication management. 

 When a child is not on psychotropic medication 

upon entering the child welfare system, and a child’s 

behaviors interfere with the child’s stability in a place-

ment, school and/or daily life, therapy should immedi-

ately sought.  The child may then see a psychologist or 

psychiatrist if the behaviors are not resolved.  At the 

point a physician deems it necessary for a child to re-

ceive psychotropic medication, parent consent is sought.  

If consent is not received in a timely manner from both 

parents, the Department, through the Office of the At-

torney General, will motion the court for an order allow-

ing the child to receive the medication.  In support of the 

motion, the prescribing physician is required to fill out a 

Medication Report, also referred to as a “5339.”  This 

report must include the child’s birth date, height, 

weight, diagnosis, medication prescribed and the dosage 

range of the medication, among other requirements.  The 

report also includes a section on medication manage-

ment to include how often the child will be seen to moni-

tor the medication and what standard tests (blood 

draws, weight, BMI, blood pressure, etc.) should be per-

formed, and how often.  Another section of the report 

indicates whether the physician has explained the medi-

cation to the child and whether the child feels that she 

understands what the physician has relayed.  Finally 

there is a section in the report that allows for the child 

to begin taking the medication immediately should the 

physician feel that the child would be harmed by the de-

lay in seeking a court order.  This does not mean the De-

partment does not have to seek permission from the 

court.  It simply mean that the child may start the medi-

cation and the Department has 3 working days in which 

to file a motion for the court order.  The hearing on that 

motion must take place within 30 days.  If any party ob-

jects to the motion, the court is required to set a hearing 

within 7 days. 

 While not required by Chapter 39, it is the policy 

of the 13th Circuit Guardian ad Litem Program to 

“medline” a request for psychotropic medication.  The 

medline consultation occurs with The University of Flor-

ida.  The information from the Medication Report is 

shared with a physician at UF either by phone appoint-

ment or email.  The UF physician, based on the infor-

mation given, addresses whether the medication is ap-

propriate to the diagnosis, whether the dosage is appro-

priate to the age, height and weight of the child, and 

whether the recommended medication management for 

the prescribed medication is appropriate.  This infor-

mation is then provided by the CAM to the GAL attor-

ney on the case.  The GAL attorney then compares the 

response of the UF physician to Medication Report, and 

provides legal language to the OAG, indicating either 

the GAL’s agreement or opposition to the requested 

medication and dosage, and why. 

 If the GAL, or any other party, opposes the mo-

tion, the Court will hold a hearing to evaluate the con-

flicting professional’s opinions.  The Judge may, either 

on her our motion or the motion of any party, require 

The Department to seek a second opinion within 21 cal-

endar days.  Further, if the child is refusing to take the 

prescribed medication, she will be appointed an Attorney 

ad Litem to represent and advocate for her position.  

While the Court may grant the motion in this instance, 

we cannot force a child to take medication. 

FEATURED LEGAL LESSON 
Chapter 39, Psychotropic Medication and Children 
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Our Non-Profit Partner, Voices for Children 
Here are some new projects Voices for Children is working on for the Guardian ad Litem Program:  

  

1. We are partnering with the Junior League of Tampa to bring a Diaper Bank to the Guardian ad Litem office. 

Stay tuned for more details! 

  

2. Our selected facility dog handler, Dayle Beckles, has been approved by Canine Companions for Independence.  

We are currently on a wait list for a facility dog to become available, but are so excited to expand this program for 

our kids! 

  

3. Don't forget to pick up a Buddy Box, when you are assigned a new case. These boxes were donated by Roosevelt 

Elementary School's PTA to help you "break the ice" with children 4 - 12 years old. 

  

4. We've reached out to 3 new community partners about collecting items for our kids. From toiletries and under-

wear and socks to greeting cards, we are trying to stock some shelves at the office so you can help the children you 

serve. 

  

5. Stopped by the Guardian ad Litem office lately?  Check out the bicycles and tricycles that were donated in part 

by our friends at The Heart Gallery of Tampa Bay.  

  

Thank you for all you do for the children in the dependency court system!  

Thank you for being a Voice! 

 

 For our children who are receiving the highest 

Mental Health treatment available, an in-patient resi-

dential facility, no court order is required to begin ad-

ministration of the psychotropic medication.  This also 

applies to hospitalizations or crisis stabilization units 

(Baker Acts).  Please note that an order is still required 

once The Department is aware of the administration of a 

new psychotropic medication for the child, a court order 

must be sought per the established guidelines. 

 While this article has emphasized procedure, as 

an advocate it is important to know that the statute re-

quires the Court to inquire as to whether additional 

medical, mental health, behavioral, counseling or other 

services are being provided to the child that the pre-

scribing physician considers to be necessary or beneficial 

in conjunction with the medication.  While we never 

want to use psychotropic medication to control our chil-

dren, it is important to remember that psychotropic 

medications often allow children to better function day 

to day and deal with their experienced trauma. 

    

  ~ Submitted by Judy Burke, Esq. 

Chapter 39, Psychotropic Medica-

tion and Children, cont. 
 Are you a volunteer who has worked on a case 

for at least one year? Would you like to be a part of 

screening new volunteers? Then consider joining our 

Interview or I-team!  

 We are looking for Child Advocates who can re-

view potential volunteer applications and then go 

through a series of questions with an applicant. The 

questions help familiarize the applicant with some of the 

situations our children may have encountered, and also 

help us to evaluate whether the person may be a good fit 

for our program. 

 I-team members can tell us when they would be 

available to interview and we are flexible with new 

schedules each month if needed. After this notice has 

published and we have received your note of interest, 

there will be a meeting scheduled to provide more specif-

ic details for your consideration. 

 

Interested parties can contact the Recruitment depart-

ment or email Sharon or call at 813-307-3323. 

Interested in Helping  

Identify New Volunteers? 

mailto:sharon.beningfield@gal.fl.gov?subject=I%20want%20to%20join%20the%20I-Team!


All events offered 
at the GAL Office 
unless otherwise 

indicated March 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 

 

1 2 

3 4 

New GAL Training 
in West Wing; 6pm 

5 

In-Service: Heart 
Gallery in West 
Wing; Noon 

6 

New GAL Training in 
West Wing; 6pm 

 

 

7 

Information Session; 6pm 

In-Service: Overview of the 
Court System in West Wing;  
6pm 

GAL Gathering @ Maureen 
Guazza Library (Westchase); 
6pm 

8 9 

 

 

10 11 

New GAL Training 
in West Wing; 6pm 

 

 

12 

In-Service: Bikers 
Against Child 
Abuse (BACA) in 
West Wing; 6pm 

13 

New GAL Training in 
West Wing; 6pm 

 

 

14 

Information Session; 6pm 
 

New GAL Graduation in West 
Wing; 6pm 

15 

 

 

16 

17 18 19 

 

20 

 

21 

Information Session; 6pm 

 

 

22 23 

 

24 25 

 

26 

In-Service: Gather-
ing Records in 
West Wing;  6pm 

27 28 

Information Session; 6pm 

 

 

29 

 

30 

Information Sessions 

Orientation and informational meeting about what 

Guardian ad Litem is and how individuals can get in-

volved as volunteers.  Required as the first step of the 

GAL application process. 

 

New Volunteer Training 

Training for new volunteers that have completed the ap-

plication process, including interview and background 

check.  Taught by our Volunteer Trainer and Training Co-

ordinator, Jill Krantz. 

 

In-Service Trainings 

Closed training sessions for fully certified volunteers 

held monthly by various Guardian ad Litem staff attor-

neys.  All fully certified volunteers must complete 12 in-

service hours per year after their first year.   

Please RSVP to Jill Krantz  

 

JR Bootcamps 

Training on how to write the new Judicial Review “JR” 

Report, including what information should be provided 

and how to create the most effective report.  Because 

the new report format includes Conditions for Return, 

you must complete the Conditions for Return Webinar 

prior to attending the JR Bootcamp. 

Taught by our Supervising Attorney,  Liza Ricci.   

Please RSVP to Liza Ricci, Esq.   

 

GAL Support Group 

Our support groups are meetings held for our GAL Volun-

teers to allow an open space to connect with other vol-

unteers, talk about their challenges, and to share their 

successes!   

Please RSVP to Shawn Stapleton 

mailto:jill.krantz@gal.fl.gov?subject=In-Service%20RSVP
mailto:Liza.Ricci@gal.fl.gov?subject=JR%20Bootcamp%20RSVP
mailto:shawn.stapleton@gal.fl.gov?subject=GAL%20Support%20Group


All events offered 
at the GAL Office 
unless otherwise 

indicated April 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 

 

5 6 

New GAL Training in 
West Wing; 9am 

7 8 

 

9 

GAL Support 
Group @ Bell 
Shoals Church in 
Brandon; 7pm 

10 

 

11 

Information Session; 
6pm 

New GAL Training in 
West Wing; 6pm 

12 

 

13 

 

14 15 

New GAL Training 
in West Wing; 6pm 

 

 

16 

 
 

 

17 

 

18 

Information Session; 
6pm 

New GAL Training in 
West Wing; 6pm 

19 

Brown Bag 
Lunch 

 

 

20 

 

21 22 23 

In-Service: Trauma 
Informed Advoca-
cy in West Wing; 
6pm 

 

 

24 

 

25 

Information Session; 
6pm 

GAL Support Group @ 
Ava in South Tampa; 
6pm 

 

26 27 

 

28 29 

 

30 1 2 

Information Session; 
6pm 

 

3 4 

Information Sessions 

Orientation and informational meeting about what 

Guardian ad Litem is and how individuals can get in-

volved as volunteers.  Required as the first step of the 

GAL application process. 

 

New Volunteer Training 

Training for new volunteers that have completed the ap-

plication process, including interview and background 

check.  Taught by our Volunteer Trainer and Training Co-

ordinator, Jill Krantz. 

 

In-Service Trainings 

Closed training sessions for fully certified volunteers 

held monthly by various Guardian ad Litem staff attor-

neys.  All fully certified volunteers must complete 12 in-

service hours per year after their first year.   

Please RSVP to Jill Krantz  

 

JR Bootcamps 

Training on how to write the new Judicial Review “JR” 

Report, including what information should be provided 

and how to create the most effective report.  Because 

the new report format includes Conditions for Return, 

you must complete the Conditions for Return Webinar 

prior to attending the JR Bootcamp. 

Taught by our Supervising Attorney,  Liza Ricci.   

Please RSVP to Liza Ricci, Esq.   

 

GAL Support Group 

Our support groups are meetings held for our GAL Volun-

teers to allow an open space to connect with other vol-

unteers, talk about their challenges, and to share their 

successes!   

Please RSVP to Shawn Stapleton 

mailto:Jill%20Krantz?subject=In-Service%20RSVP
mailto:Liza.Ricci@gal.fl.gov?subject=JR%20Bootcamp%20RSVP
mailto:shawn.stapleton@gal.fl.gov?subject=GAL%20Support%20Group

