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13th circuit  gal program 

A NOTE FROM OUR DIRECTOR,  

TABITHA LAMBERT 

If you are keeping track, you may have noticed that there has been no newsletter for a few months.  I apologize for the delay!  

As a result, we have a lot of information to share about what has been happening the last few months– starting with our newly 

certified volunteers.  Since August, we have certified 63 new Guardian ad Litem Volunteers bringing our total number of volun-

teers to 726!  Check out these photos of their graduation– isn’t it great to know that there will be at least 63 children who will 

now have their own Guardian ad Litem Volunteer to be their advocate?  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

September Graduates 

October Graduates 

August Graduates 

Get Connected! 
Did you know that there is a closed Facebook group dedicated 

for Hillsborough GAL Volunteers only?  Of course there are 

rules such as no case names, bad language, bullying, or legal 

advice allowed, but it’s a great 

way to connect with other volun-

teers and some of your GAL staff 

members, as well as stay up to 

date on the latest announce-

ments!  To join, click here.  

New GAL Packet Released! 
We have also created an informational packet for our volun-

teers.  While our newly certified volunteers may have already 

received our welcome packet, I think it’s something all of our 

volunteers may find useful.  To access the packet, click on 

these links.  One link will provide you with our starter packet 

and the other link will tell you about our management staff 

and attorneys so you will know who is sitting next to you in the 

courtroom!   

We have been really busy spreading the word about our wonderful pro-

gram!  To the right, you will see a picture of CAM Donna Ackerson with a 

member of the Tampa Tarpons staff (formerly known as the Tampa Yan-

kees).  The Tampa Tarpons have established a mentoring program for our 

teens in the foster care system.  This was aired on Bay News 9. 

 

We have also partnered with Voices for Children to have our 2 PSAs aired 

through the end of the year on various Spectrum channels (Golf, History, 

CNN, Hallmark– to name a few).  If you see one of our wonderful PSAs on 

your TV, please let us know! 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/GALHC/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vGvkB3AFxyPrmwjOV2BkrIV1llNQkCm5_VLA72FTVQc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FkfwDBXKX0qAjJe1y0Xae0tIzKk5dnuQDutuCq4nf_4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FkfwDBXKX0qAjJe1y0Xae0tIzKk5dnuQDutuCq4nf_4/edit?usp=sharing


Happy August  

Anniversary! 

1 Year 

Schellsie Beaubrun 

Colleen Meloff 

Tina Brunette 

Lisa Rodriguez 

Marilyn Jones 

Carol Tavares 

Kurt Daley 

Rosalie Gonzalez 

Arthur Hollows 

Francesca DiJoseph 

Frank Artz 

 

2 Years 

Valerie Dickenson 

Cynthia Strady 

Monica Strady 

Janet Chappel 

Cendy Schutt 

Charity Wright 

Angela Candela 

Ivy Lutzker 

Luisa Duarte 

Carolyn October 

Kelley Howard-Allen 

Casey Smith 

Samantha Smith 

Kurt Bell 

 

3 Years 

Carol Rodriguez 

Gwen Bedwell 

Sherry McDonald 

Jonathan Hart 

Richard Martin 

 

4 Years 

Frankye Bulmer 

Valentina Villalobos 

Gwendoline Low 

Khanisa Nelson 

Marilyn Garcia 

Brandi Moravek 

Channing Sampson 

Jerry Nichols 

Alberta Stoltzfus 

Pamela Decker 

 

5 Years 

Jamie Simpkins 

Lily MacDonald 

Krista Kalson 

 

6 Years 

Gina Marie Michaud Smith 

Rodney Fontaine 

Indranie Schweizer 

Wanda Dunmore 

Felicia Sails 

 

7 Years 

Ronda OFarrell 

8 Years 

Yolanda Almeida 

Stephanie Orlick 

Frank Hagney 

 

10 Years 

Joyce Trigg 

 

11 Years 

Matthew Bachman 

 

12 Years 

Allen Guy 

 

14 Years 

Joyce Ganster 

 

16 Years 

Patrice Kirkpatrick 

Cathy Mogge 

 

Tell Our Secret… 

PLEASE!   
 

 As we are out in the community, we often dis-

cover that most people do not know what the Guardian 

ad Litem program is and what our volunteers do for 

foster children. As far as having the personal experi-

ence with us, that is probably good. But if we want to 

bring in more volunteers for our kids, we need to 

spread the word about our seemingly well-kept secret. 

 We have a small supply of mini-posters from 

the state office that show a volunteer with a picture of 

a child and has tear-off tabs giving the state website 

and phone number. These 8 ½ x 11” posters can easily 

be placed on bulletin boards and other spots within 

offices, churches, clubhouses, coffee shops, and so 

many other high traffic areas. You can help us create 

awareness by taking a few and distributing these post-

ers near your home or work. They will be available by 

the front desk check-in book.  Also feel free to take 

some cards that have our information to share with 

anyone you meet who wants to learn more and join our 

team.   

 So take advantage of this opportunity to do the 

abnormal:  Tell Our Secret, Please!    

New Training Opportunities! 
 

 In case you have not heard, our program has 

developed the I Am For The Child Academy!  This is an 

online training database for our GAL Staff and Volun-

teers.  Currently, there are several trainings available, 

including the Independent Study that is designed for 

our volunteers in the initial training process.   

 Our statewide training team is constantly devel-

oping additional trainings to post online that will bene-

fit our volunteers.  There are also trainings about Psy-

chotropic Medications, Dynamics of Child Abuse, the 

Keeping Children Safe Act, and Conditions for Return, 

which is imperative for our Judicial Reviews!  Check 

frequently for added training opportunities! 

 

Get started by clicking here to create your account.  

These online trainings will count towards your 12 hours 

of in-service hours that are required each year.  Don’t 

forget to input your trainings into Optima!   

 

 
Click here to create your own account. 

 
 

https://florida-guardian-ad-litem-program.thinkific.com/
https://florida-guardian-ad-litem-program.thinkific.com/


GUARDIAN SPOTLIGHTS 

It is always so difficult to pick just one 

GAL from my group of volunteers to high-

light because each of them brings differ-

ent backgrounds, skills, and levels of ad-

vocacy for the children they represent. 

With that being said, the first of my GAL’s 

to highlight for the month are Ted and 

Sharon LeVand.  

 Ted has been a GAL with me 

since the time I started with the GAL pro-

gram over five years ago. At that time 

Sharon was his GAL Pal and they both 

immediately got to work advocating for 

multiple children including some that were Termination 

of Parental Rights cases. It did not take long for Sharon 

to get bit by the GAL bug herself and become a fully cer-

tified GAL to take on cases of her own a short time after 

they initially started with the program.  

 To date between both of them they have easily 

advocated for over a dozen children and helped many 

of these children achieve permanency through adop-

tion. They both are continuous in their focus on working 

each of their assigned cases objectively to really under-

stand and recommend what would be in the best inter-

est of each of the children they represent. Each of them 

have done so well with establishing connections and 

relationships on their cases that some of these relation-

ships continue to this day despite these cases being 

closed. 

 When they are not busy advocating for the GAL 

program they are busy traveling around the world and 

keeping active in their free time. Taking trips to Europe, 

Key West, the Caribbean, and frequently Michigan as 

that is where they are originally from, it is safe to say 

that they have no plans on slowing down any time soon.  

 I am grateful to have them both as members of 

my GAL volunteer team and I am hopeful that their in-

volvement with the GAL program will continue in the 

years to come.              ~ Submitted by Nicole Frey, CAM 

Carol Parish and I did not start working 

together right away as she was a mem-

ber of another CAM’s team when she 

began with the program. When she was 

assigned to my team over a year ago it 

became clear very quickly that she 

would be a great addition. As I grew to 

know Carol as a volunteer and the multiple cases she 

was carrying as an advocate it was easy to see that she 

cared about the task she was assigned to accomplish 

as a GAL advocate.  

 Carol currently carries five cases with a total of 

nine children and is constantly involved and up to date 

with everything going on related to her cases. I can say 

without a doubt that Carol is one of the most fearless 

volunteers I have had the privilege to work with during 

my time here at the GAL program. Carol is willing to take 

on any case I may send her way and is constantly brain-

storming with me on some outside of the box thinking 

and ideas in order to move her cases forward and get 

her assigned children closer to the permanency they 

deserve.  

 Carol has stepped beyond the traditional GAL 

advocate role and has also helped secure an article in 

her local community’s newspaper to spread word about 

the GAL program.  Not only did Carol write the article, 

but she spoke with many volunteer who live in that area 

and included their quotes into one fantastic column!  

Carol is also working to set up some GAL Volunteer sup-

port groups in order to assure that her volunteers have 

even more support from other volunteers in their own 

community. 

 Carol is retired and with her free time she does 

some traveling and enjoys playing some golf every now 

and then. It is without a doubt that Carol is a great addi-

tion to my GAL team and the gratitude I have for her as I 

do for so many of my volunteers extends beyond what 

could be written down on paper. I am hopeful that she 

will be here for many more years and cases to come.   

   ~ Submitted by Nicole Frey, CAM 

Happy September  

Anniversary! 
 

3 Years 

Cynthia Pidala 

Terry Short 

Ashley Zohar 

Pattie Moore 

Cassandra Gonzalez 

Tina Wilson 

 

4 Years 

Byron Henry 

Pauline Tracy 

Ayana Reeves 

Carol Simon 

Domenick Lazzara 

 

5 Years 

Scott Maurer 

Dianne Pou 

Chelsey Hibsch 

Sakeena Rock 

 

6 Years 

Danette St. John-Kearse 

Alexis Vars 

David Mielke 

Lora Showers 

Crystal Speer 

 

7 Years 

Brynne Ortiz 

Lindsay Tracy 

10 Years 

Jamie Gomez 



Establishment of paternity has a long history 

within Florida common law. Historically, the birth of a 

child in to an intact marriage has long held the presump-

tion of legitimacy names the husband as the child’s fa-

ther to preserve the sanctity of marriage. However, this 

archaic ideology is not applicable in modern society as 

many children are born outside the traditional marital 

relationship. The presumption of legitimacy has recently 

been scrutinized in dependency cases, such as where a 

legal father has abandoned the child and a potential bio-

logical father is attempting to establish paternity over 

that child. Simply stated, the question of whether a pro-

spective biological father has legal standing to assert 

himself in a dependency action where there is an al-

ready established legal father places a heavy weight on 

an outdated common law practice.  

A prospective biological father must have stand-

ing to bring a paternity action before the court. Kendrick 

v. Everheart, 390 So. 2d 53, 61 (Fla. 1980). Such stand-

ing is defined as purporting a “substantial and continu-

ing concern” for the child’s well-being that calls in to 

question the common law “presumption of legitimacy.” 

Id. At 61; also Michael H. v. Gerald D., 491 U.S. 110, 

124, 109 S. Ct. 2333, 105 L. Ed. 2d 91 (1989). Where 

the mother and legal father are married when the child 

is born, a biological father would lack the ability to ques-

tion paternity unless certain factors are present.  

The presumption of legitimacy can be rebutted 

through supporting facts that it is in the child’s best in-

terest to allow a biological father to bring a paternity ac-

tion. Department of Health & Rehabilitative Services v. 

Privette, 617 So. 2d, 307 (Fla. 1993). The Privette test 

balances the particular facts within a case, such as the 

best interest of the child, scientific proof of paternity, 

and the right to privacy within a marriage, to determine 

whether a biological father has standing to assert a pa-

ternity action. Id. at 309. 

The Privette test was applied where a biological 

father who had a relationship with the child, financially 

supported the child, and had proof of DNA evidence that 

he was the biological father of the child. Treneka Sim-

monds, et. al., v. Conner Perkins, 43 Fla. L. Weekly 

S273a, SC17-1963 (June 28, 2018). In Simmonds v. 

Perkins, the biological father had a three year relation-

ship with the mother during which he was present at the 

hospital for the child’s birth, was listed on the birth cer-

tificate, and subsequently lived with and cared for the 

child. Id. at 2. The child called the biological father 

“daddy” and they shared a close bond. Id. at 5. The 

Court found that the “presumption of legitimacy is rebut-

table by a biological father in the circumstances of Per-

kins and does not bar an action to prove paternity at the 

outset.” Id. at 13. For a child in the dependency system, 

a paternity action by a prospective biological father who 

has never met the child may cause the child greater 

harm. The Privette test is the best course of action to 

determine what would be in the child’s best interest. 

Paternity issues can certainly be complicated.  If 

you have questions about the fathers’ standing in your 

case, talk to your GAL team to determine the best course 

of action. 

 

  ~ Submitted by Alicia Tarrant, Esq. 

 

Featured Legal Lesson: 

Establishing Paternity 

Leslie Burke just celebrated her two year anniversary as a volunteer with the GAL program.  She and 

one of her best friends completed the training together.  Leslie quickly jumped in heart and soul and 

mind into her case. She is very thorough and fully discusses each case’s varying issues with her CAM 

and reaches out freely to the case worker, caregivers, parents, teachers, and therapists.  Leslie gath-

ers a lot of information and communicates very well in the courtroom. She even stays connected af-

ter a case has closed with the caregivers for any additional assistance they may need.  Leslie has 

advocated for 9 children in 7 very different cases that have resulted in adoptions, permanent guardianships, as 

well as reunification over the past 2 years.  

 Leslie and her husband live in North Tampa and have three children, two daughters, one who recently mar-

ried and a son who is a freshman at UF.  They operate their own consulting firm.   

          ~ Submitted by Emily Hestorff, CAM 

GUARDIAN SPOTLIGHT 
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Our Non-Profit Partner, Voices for Children 

Happy October  

Anniversary! 

1 Year 

Edward Giroux 

Andrea Baxley 

Linda Marsonek 

Marc Maseman III 

Deborah Nash 

Gail Underwood 

Derek Wickersham 

Sam Pastor 

Michael Pease 

Eve Gloede 

Sarah Stockstad 

Anne Herman 

Jenny Penland 

Jalessa Murray 

Amy Williams 

Marcia Frith 

Nichole Perez 

Michele Sale 

Sandra Hartley 

Jelisa Alonso 

Oksana Oganessiants 

Adam Tobias 

Rhonda Scott 

Heather Crow 

Janet Saunders 

 

2 Years 

Neil Spector 

Stephanie Haile 

Joanne Marino 

Kelley Flournoy 

Carol Parish 

Kaitlin Eaton 

Davida Overton 

Selma Kapo 

Lorie Ross 

Kenneth Tomlinson 

John Clynick 

Sandra Kuhn 

Jennifer Johnson 

Erica Richardi 

Anne Lenz 

 

3 Years 

Clara Lawhead 

Earl Moore 

Leah Wolfe 

Elizabeth Keller-Rehse 

Carol Hinds 

Nikki Drake 

 

4 Years 

Betty Wick 

Rebecca Johnson 

Christina Blood 

 

6 Years 

Lisha Harris 

Beverly Robb 

Peter Ballas 

 

7 Years 

Susan Rosen 

Raquel Diaz-Plautz 

8 Years 

Joena Bartolini Mitchell 

 

9 Years 

Cheryl Dolloff 

Kristina Griffith 

Gloria Golson 

 

10 Years 

Deborah Fuddy 

 

11 Years 

Eleanor Hall 

 

13 Years 

Carl Crosson 

Marcia McCullough 

 

15 Years 

Susan Quinn 

Olivia Bryant 

Janet Grosso 

The holiday season is here and Voices for Children is gearing up for the 2018 

Holiday Toy Shop! 

  
The Holiday Toy Shop is an event that allows Guardian ad Litem Volunteers to 

select a toy for the children that they are currently advocating for.  Because the 

event is based on donations, part of the joy is not knowing what wonderful toys 

will be available!   

  
This year’s toy shop will be held at the Hyde Park United Methodist Church locat-

ed at 500 W Platt St, Tampa 33606 on Saturday, December 1st from 8am to 11:30am.  Similarly to last year’s toy shop, there 

will be wrapping stations to wrap your children’s presents while you enjoy some treats.  Coffee and donuts will be available 

from 8-9am and brunch will be served from 9-11am.  Mark your calendars now, but if you can’t make the toy shop-   don’t wor-

ry!  There will be plenty of toys in the office for you to choose from in December!  Your CAM will let you know when there is a 

delivery of toys so you can pick out a toy.  

  
We enjoy being able to help volunteers bring joy to their GAL child’s 

life by doing this event and cannot wait to see you on December 1st! 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Regan or 

Ronna at the Voices office: 813-275-9300. 
 

 

 



All events offered 
at the GAL Office 
unless otherwise 

indicated November 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

In-Service: Champions for Children 
in West Wing; Noon 
 

2 

 

3 

 

4 5 6 

 

7 

New GAL Training 
in West Wing; 6pm 

 

 

8 

Information Session; 6pm 

In-Service: 

Al-Anon Presentation in West Wing; 
Noon 

In-Service:  

Importance of Sibling Bonds in West 
Wing; 6pm 

 

9 

In-Service: 

JR Bootcamp in East 
Wing; 9am-12pm 

10 

 

11 12 

Office 
Closed: 
Veterans  

Day 

13 

New GAL Train-
ing in West 
Wing; 6pm 

 

14 

In-Service: 

Staffings– Why 
should I go? In 
West Wing; 6pm 

15 

Information Session; 6pm 

 

New GAL Training in West Wing; 
6pm 

16 

Brown Bag Lunch 
in East Wing; 
Noon 

Topic: Overview of 
Court Processes 

17 

 

18 19 20 

 

21 

 

22 

Office Closed: 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

23 

Office Closed: 

Happy Thanks-
giving! 

24 

25 26 

 

27 

New GAL Train-
ing in West 
Wing; 6pm 

28 

 

29 

New GAL Training in West Wing; 
6pm 

30  

Information Sessions 

Orientation and informational meeting about what 

Guardian ad Litem is and how individuals can get in-

volved as volunteers.  Required as the first step of the 

GAL application process. 

 

New Volunteer Training 

Training for new volunteers that have completed the ap-

plication process, including interview and background 

check.  Taught by our Volunteer Trainer and Training Co-

ordinator, AJ Faryniasz. 

 

In-Service Trainings 

Closed training sessions for fully certified volunteers 

held monthly by various Guardian ad Litem staff attor-

neys.  All fully certified volunteers must complete 12 in-

service hours per year after their first year.   

Please RSVP to AJ Faryniasz  

JR Bootcamps 

Training on how to write the new Judicial Review “JR” 

Report, including what information should be provided 

and how to create the most effective report.  Because 

the new report format includes Conditions for Return, 

you must complete the Conditions for Return Webinar 

prior to attending the JR Bootcamp. 

Taught by our Supervising Attorney,  Liza Ricci.   

Please RSVP to Liza Ricci, Esq.   

 

 

Brown Bag Lunches 

These BYOB (Bring Your Own Bag) lunches allow volun-

teers to discuss cases, learn about a topic and ask ques-

tions.  Please RSVP to AJ Faryniasz 

mailto:Allyn.Faryniasz@gal.fl.gov?subject=In-Service%20RSVP
mailto:Liza.Ricci@gal.fl.gov?subject=JR%20Bootcamp%20RSVP
mailto:Allyn.Faryniasz@gal.fl.gov?subject=In-Service%20RSVP


All events offered 
at the GAL Office 
unless otherwise 

indicated December 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 

 

 1 

Toy Shop @ Hyde 
Park Methodist 
Church; 8am 

2 3 4 

GAL Pal Class in 
West Wing @ 6pm 

 

5 

 

6 

Information Ses-
sion; 6pm 

 

7 8 

In-Service: 

JR Bootcamp in East 
Wing; 9am-12pm 

9 10 

 

11 

Information Ses-
sion; 6pm 
 

GAL Support 
Group at Bell 
Shoals Church; 
6:30pm 

12 

In-Service: Working 
with LGBT Youth in 
West Wing;  

11am 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

15 

16 17 18 

 

19 

 

20 

Information Ses-
sion; 6pm 

 

21 22 

 

23 24 

Christmas 
Eve! 

Office Closed! 

 

25 

Merry Christ-
mas! 

Office Closed! 

26 27 

Information Ses-
sion; 6pm 

 

 

28 29 

Information Sessions 

Orientation and informational meeting about what 

Guardian ad Litem is and how individuals can get in-

volved as volunteers.  Required as the first step of the 

GAL application process. 

 

New Volunteer Training 

Training for new volunteers that have completed the ap-

plication process, including interview and background 

check.  Taught by our Volunteer Trainer and Training Co-

ordinator, AJ Faryniasz. 

 

In-Service Trainings 

Closed training sessions for fully certified volunteers 

held monthly by various Guardian ad Litem staff attor-

neys.  All fully certified volunteers must complete 12 in-

service hours per year after their first year.   

Please RSVP to AJ Faryniasz  

 

JR Bootcamps 

Training on how to write the new Judicial Review “JR” 

Report, including what information should be provided 

and how to create the most effective report.  Because 

the new report format includes Conditions for Return, 

you must complete the Conditions for Return Webinar 

prior to attending the JR Bootcamp. 

Taught by our Supervising Attorney,  Liza Ricci.   

Please RSVP to Liza Ricci, Esq.   

 

 

GAL Support Group 

Our support groups are meetings held for our GAL Volun-

teers to allow an open space to connect with other vol-

unteers, talk about their challenges, and to share their 

successes!   

Please RSVP to Shawn Stapleton 

mailto:AJ.Faryniasz@gal.fl.gov?subject=In-Service%20RSVP
mailto:Liza.Ricci@gal.fl.gov?subject=JR%20Bootcamp%20RSVP
mailto:shawn.stapleton@gal.fl.gov?subject=GAL%20Support%20Group

